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Alumni Connect is envisioned as a platform to foster a
sustained and meaningful relationship between Dhirubhai
Ambani University and its alumni community. The newsletter
seeks to celebrate the University’s legacy while reflecting its
evolution into a multidisciplinary institution, highlighting
academic excellence, research initiatives, campus
developments, and alumni achievements. By sharing stories,
insights, and institutional milestones, Alumni Connect aims to
build a sense of pride and belonging, encourage continued
engagement through mentorship and collaboration, and invite
alumni to play an active role in shaping the University’s
academic, research, and societal impact in the years ahead.

Editorial Note

Alumni Relations @ DAU

Alumni Connect Newsletter Team

https://www.daiict.ac.in/alumni

The release of the third issue of Alumni Connect
marks not just a continuation, but a strengthening of
the bond we share as a community. Building upon
the spirit of our last two editions, which celebrated
DAU’s rich legacy and the remarkable journeys of
its alumni, this issue takes a step further in
deepening engagement, amplifying voices, and
highlighting the evolving identity of our institution.

Tanu Sethi

Manoranjan Satpathy

DAU (formerly DA-IICT) prides itself on the success of its alumni. Being an ICT Institute that started in 2001, first of its kind
in the country, the Institute will soon be celebrating its Silver Jubilee with more than 7500 alumni spread across the globe.

Our alumni have been instrumental in strengthening the brand of DAU by distinguishing themselves as entrepreneurs,
researchers, academicians, bureaucrats, Analysts, developers, designers, etc. We are proud of remarkable achievements of our
Alums.

alumni_office@dau.ac.in (+91) 079-68261724

Prof. Bharani Kollipara 
       Mentor & Faculty In-Charge, Alumni Office

Jalpesh Pandya
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MENTOR’S NOTE

Message from Faculty In-charge, Alumni Office

Prof. Bharani Kollipara

As Dhirubhai Ambani University moves beyond its Silver Jubilee year, it is

encouraging to see our relationship with alumni evolve from moments of

reunion into a more sustained and meaningful engagement.

The Silver Jubilee Closing Ceremony on 5 August 2026 offered a fitting

reflection on this journey. Alongside recognising the contributions of alumni and

those who shaped the institution, the occasion also celebrated the

entrepreneurial spirit of our alumni through the launch of Ideas Take Off: 21

Start-up Stories of Our Alumni. The book captures journeys of enterprise,

perseverance and innovation, offering valuable inspiration to our students and

the generations that follow.

The day also brought alumni voices to the forefront through the panel

discussion, “Learning to Leadership: Alumni on Campus Life, Careers and

Change.” Such conversations remind us that the alumni community is not only

a repository of memories and achievements, but also a valuable source of

experience, mentorship and perspective for the University's present and future.

This growing engagement is further reflected in initiatives such as Coffee n’

Connect and the Alumni Chapter activities, including the recent Ahmedabad-

Gandhinagar Alumni Chapter Get-Together. These platforms are helping create

opportunities for alumni to reconnect, exchange ideas and build relationships

that extend beyond individual events.

As we celebrate the achievements of our alumni, we are also pleased to invite

nominations for the Distinguished Alumni Award 2026-27. The Award provides

an opportunity for the alumni community to recognise peers who have

demonstrated excellence and meaningful impact across academics and

research, professional leadership, entrepreneurship, public service and social

impact. The nomination process is now open for eligible alumni.

I invite all our alumni to remain connected and to participate in the University's

continuing journey as mentors, collaborators, contributors and ambassadors.

Your experiences and achievements enrich the story of DAU, while your

engagement helps shape what comes next.

The conclusion of the Silver Jubilee year marks not an end, but the beginning

of a renewed phase of alumni engagement and association with the University.

Best Wishes,

Bharani Kollipara

Faculty In-charge, Alumni Office
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State-wise Representation

International Representation

Total Alumni Count: 9126
Active Alumni: 5735

Male: 6954
Female: 2172

Domestic: 2835
International: 580

ALUMNI OVERVIEW
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Farewell Message from Prof. Manjunath Joshi

THREE THOUGHTS TO CARRY FORWARD
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Silver Jubilee Closing Ceremony
4th & 5th August, 2026

Theme of the event: Celebrating DA-IICT, Building DAU
DAU celebrated the penultimate day of the silver jubilee year on
August 4, by holding a Conference on Technology and Geopolitics,
organized in collaboration with the Deccan Centre for International
Relations (DCIR). Renowned geopolitics analyst and author
Lieutenant General Raj Shukla was the keynote speaker. All the
talks discussed the interplay among economy, technology, and
security. 

On August 5, DAU completed its 25 years. The closing ceremony
was designed around the theme of Celebrating DA-IICT, Building
DAU. Some 24 ex-faculty members, 9 ex-staff members, and a
small number of alumni members joined us for the occasion. The
day began with opening words from the Director General and the
Director, SoT.

DAU conferred its inaugural Distinguished Alumni Award on 2001-
2005 BTech batch student Sri Pavitar Singh. Invited guests and the
long-serving members of the faculty and staff were felicitated.
Invitees shared their memories, either live or through video
recordings, in a nostalgia-filled session.

DAU launched its Digital Archive as part of the Silver Jubilee
Celebration on 5  August 2026. Prof. Madhumita Mazumdar,
convenor of the Digital Archive Project, gave an overview, and Prof
Tathagata Bandyopadhyay inaugurated the Digital Archive. A
special exhibition of some of this digitised material had been put up
on display.

th

As a part of the Silver Jubilee celebration, DAU officially
established the DAU Press, with the publication of two books,
namely Campus Wings: A Field Guide to the Birds of the Dhirubhai
Ambani University, which originated as the final thesis project of
Marmika Gameti, a student of the MDes (Communication Design)
program. The second book, ‘Where Ideas Take Off’, which is a
compilation of success stories of 21 startups by DAU alumni. It was
a collaborative project, wherein 15 B.Tech & M.Tech students took
interviews of the alumni with startups and converted them into
narratives, which were compiled as a book. 

Next was a panel discussion with four of our distinguished alumni
representing the first 15 years of DAU and moderated by our own
students. The event ended with a wonderful cultural event
showcasing the talents of our Khelaiya and Music clubs.

SPECIAL COVERAGE
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Mr. Pavitar Singh, B.Tech.(ICT), Graduating Batch of 2005,
is a distinguished technology leader and entrepreneur, was
honoured with the Distinguished Alumni Award in
recognition of his outstanding contributions and
achievements. The award was presented in absentia by the
Director General, Dhirubhai Ambani University, during the
Silver Jubilee Closing Ceremony.

Dhirubhai Ambani University Confers the Inaugural 
Distinguished Alumni Award 

to

Mr. Pavitra Singh

Distinguished Alumni Award 2026–27Distinguished Alumni Award 2026–27  

Nominations InvitedNominations Invited

Distinguished Alumni Award 2026–27 

Nominations Invited
Know an alum whose achievements, leadership, or contributions have made a meaningful impact?

Nominate a deserving DAU alumnus/alumna for the Distinguished Alumni Award 2026–27.

Eligible batches: 2002–2014
Last date for nominations: 31st December 2026

Scan the QR code to submit your nomination

or visit: https://bit.ly/DAA-2026-27NominationForm

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD
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Alumni Meet 2026 - Ahmedabad-Gandhinagar Region
18th April 2026

The Gandhinagar-Ahmedabad Alumni Meet was successfully
convened to strengthen the bond between the Institute and its local
alumni. The event served as a platform for institutional updates,
strategic chapter building and meaningful student-alumni
mentorship. Despite a brief initial delay in registration, the
proceedings were highly interactive, yielding valuable insights for
the future roadmap.
 

Chapter Building Session
Following a networking high tea, the discussion lasted for 1.5
hours, during which alumni shared diverse perspectives. A detailed
Minutes of Meeting (MoM) was prepared based on the
deliberations regarding the Gandhinagar–Ahmedabad Chapter.
 

Activities at RC
Alumni were guided to the RC, where activities such as Memory
Lane and Mystery Trail were organized. These interactive games
were well‑received and fostered camaraderie among participants
 

Book Talk Series
After lunch, the program continued with a Book Talk featuring Mr.
NiyamSan Chayya and Ms. Divya Sri, arranged collaboratively by
the Alumni Office and RC. This session allowed alumni to
promote and review their books while connecting with students.
 

Breakout Session (Student-Alumni)
Alumni shared their career trajectories and "Life at DAU,"
providing students with practical focal points for their academic
and professional development. A robust exchange allowed students
to seek direct advice on navigating the current job market.

Coffee n Connect was a vibrant gathering that brought together
alumni, students and institute leadership for an evening of
meaningful conversations and networking. We were honoured to
have Mr. Bhavesh Manglani, Co-founder of Delhivery, join us
and share his valuable insights. The event featured engaging
interactions and gathering celebrated alumni achievements while
inspiring students through meaningful connections and
experiences.

Coffee n’ Connect with Alumni Mr. Bhavesh Manglani
23rd April 2026

ALUMNI EVENTS
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The Alumni Get-Together 2026 was organized in August 2026 as a
one-day gathering for alumni residing in the Ahmedabad–
Gandhinagar region. The event provided an opportunity for
alumni and their families to reconnect with the institution, interact
with fellow alumni and students, and strengthen alumni
engagement and networking.
 

Welcome & Introduction with Group Photograph
The event commenced with a warm welcome and introduction by
members of the Alumni Student Cell. The session provided an
overview of the gathering and set the tone for a day of interaction,
engagement and reconnecting with the institution.
 

Strengthening the DAU Alumni Network
Prof. Bharani Kollipara highlighted the many ways alumni can
contribute to DAU’s growth and activities through networking and
meaningful engagement with current students and fellow alumni.
The interaction marked the beginning of an effort to strengthen the
alumni network in the Ahmedabad–Gandhinagar region, with
plans to gradually expand the network across other locations
nationally and internationally.

The Alumni Office, DAU motto and future plans were also shared,
with a focus on building a stronger and lasting connection between
DAU and its alumni. Following this, the alumni participants
introduced themselves and shared their professional journeys,
experiences and valuable insights, making the interaction
engaging and meaningful.
 

RC Activities & Board Game Session
The post-lunch session featured RC activities and a board game
session, conducted in collaboration with the Shudon Board Game
Club. The activities encouraged alumni and students to interact,
participate together and build informal connections beyond the
classroom environment.

Alumni–Placement Interaction
A parallel placement interaction session was organized to facilitate
knowledge sharing and professional engagement between alumni
and the institution. Three alumni participated in discussions with
the Head, Assistant Management, and representatives of the SPC
and SAC, contributing their perspectives and insights.

Alumni Get-Together 2026
15th Aug 2026
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High Tea & Networking
The event concluded with high tea, providing an informal platform
for alumni to reconnect with one another, interact with faculty and
students, and initiate opportunities for continued networking and
engagement with the institution.
 

A Meaningful Step Towards Stronger Alumni Engagement
The Alumni Get-Together brought together 20+ alumni, along with
their family members, and created meaningful opportunities for
alumni–alumni, alumni–student and alumni–institution interaction.
The encouraging response towards volunteering and future
engagement reflects a positive foundation for strengthening the
Alumni Chapter and building sustained alumni engagement
initiatives.

or Email us at: alumni_office@dau.ac.in

Want to get featured in the next issue of Alumni Connect?

Scan the QR Code and Share your story with us
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How my DAU Experience Shaped my Career
by Ms. Nidhi Gulatee

Batch: M Des, 2007
Current Occupation: General Manager, Jio Platforms Limited (JPL)

LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/nidhi5

Looking back at my career, the foundation of everything I have achieved was
built during my time at Dhirubhai Ambani University (Formerly Known DA-
IICT). Pursuing a Master in Design wasn’t just about earning a degree; it was
an immersive exploration into how human culture, technology and storytelling
intersect.

Equally transformative was the hands-on mastery over diverse mediums. Dhirubhai Ambani University broke
down the walls between traditional creative disciplines. During our course we bridged the gap between Audio,
Video and Film production and Graphic, Web and Communication Design. 

This versatile training coupled with principles in Marketing gave me the confidence to manage both digital
and physical design ecosystems seamlessly.

My time at Dhirubhai Ambani University instilled in me a mindset of continuous learning and cross-
disciplinary innovation. It transformed me from a student of design into a leader capable of driving impactful
visual and strategic communication in the corporate world.

I am incredibly proud to carry this alma mater's legacy forward.

CAMPUS INBOX

The program's interdisciplinary curriculum provided the exact toolkit needed to
navigate today’s fast-evolving creative industry. Deep dives into Consumption
and Material Culture completely rewired how I look at consumer behavior,
teaching me that great design isn't just aesthetic, it is also anthropological. This
foundational knowledge allowed me to approach business challenges both as a
designer and a strategic problem solver.

Birds of DAU: Celebrating Campus Biodiversity 
Through Artistic Memento

by Mr. Harshil Bhandari

Batch: M Des - CD, 2025
Current Occupation: Junior Research Fellow, Dhirubhai Ambani University

LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/harshilbhandari

Every campus has its landmarks, traditions, and stories. At Dhirubhai

Ambani University (formerly DA-IICT), one of the most remarkable yet

often overlooked treasures is its thriving natural ecosystem. Spread

across nearly 50 acres in Gandhinagar, the campus is home to a rich

diversity of trees, flowering plants, medicinal herbs, and more than 60

bird species, making it a sanctuary for biodiversity and a delight for

nature enthusiasts.

10IAlumni Connect



Inspired by this vibrant ecosystem, Harshil (M Des, 2023 batch),
transformed his passion for birdwatching and watercolour
illustration into a meaningful artistic initiative. What began as a
personal exploration of the campus's avian life evolved into the
Birds of DAU Calendar.

Each artwork in the series is meticulously painted using Winsor &
Newton Cotman watercolours on 320 gsm handmade paper,
capturing the unique character of the birds frequently seen across
the campus. Beyond their aesthetic appeal, the illustrations serve as
a visual record of the University's biodiversity and encourage a
deeper appreciation of the natural world that coexists with academic
life.

Recognising the significance of this work, the University selected
the Birds of DAU Calendar as its official memento for
distinguished guests and visitors. More than a calendar, it represents
the University's commitment to sustainability, creativity, and
environmental stewardship. Each page features a different bird from

As the calendar finds its way into the hands of guests and alumni, it carries a piece of the University's
identity: a campus where innovation flourishes alongside biodiversity, and where art becomes a bridge
between people and the environment.

The Birds of DAU project stands as a testament to the transformative power of student creativity. It
showcases how a passion project can evolve into an enduring symbol of the University's values, leaving a
lasting impression on all who experience it.

Alongside his artistic pursuits, Harshil Bhandari is an active birdwatcher and nature enthusiast who regularly
documents the rich biodiversity of the Dhirubhai Ambani University campus. Over the years, he has
photographed and catalogued numerous species of birds, butterflies, reptiles, and other wildlife that inhabit
the University's lush green landscape. His close association with the campus ecosystem has provided him
with valuable insights into the behaviour, habitats, and seasonal presence of various species, many of which
inspired the artworks featured in the Birds of DAU calendar.

Beyond documentation, Harshil is actively involved in promoting environmental awareness within the
University community. He periodically organises birdwatching walks for students, faculty, staff, alumni, and
visitors, introducing participants to the remarkable wildlife found across the campus. These guided sessions
encourage observation, appreciation, and conservation of local flora and fauna while fostering a deeper
connection between the University's academic environment and its natural surroundings.

His combined passion for wildlife observation, conservation, and visual storytelling reflects the University's
ethos of interdisciplinary learning, where creativity, environmental stewardship, and community engagement
come together to create meaningful experiences. Through initiatives like the Birds of DAU calendar and
campus birdwatching drives, Harshil continues to inspire others to discover and cherish the rich biodiversity
that makes the University campus truly unique.

the campus. The latest version of Calendar also includes a QR code that lets readers listen to the bird's call and
discover fascinating information about the species, turning the calendar into an interactive learning experience.
This thoughtful blend of traditional watercolour art and digital engagement reflects the University's vision of
integrating design, technology, and education. The calendar also reminds us that learning extends far beyond
classrooms and laboratories. Every bird illustrated in the series tells a story not only of the species it represents
but also of the University's harmonious relationship with nature.

11IAlumni Connect
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Mr. Sudhakar Babu Gariganti
Batch: B Tech - ICT, 2008

Current Occupation: Founder at Svabag Labs & GreenKWH 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/sudhakarbabu87/

Awarded with the AIM Grassroots Innovator 2026 for SvachSakthi Initiative 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
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The Innovation: SvachSakthi Model

Call for Contribution to the DAU Digital Archive

The DAU Digital Archive platform preserves and presents the documentary
heritage of Dhirubhai Ambani University (formerly DA-IICT) through the

photographs, print records, audio-visual material, convocation records,
institutional documents, oral histories, and more.

Scan to Contribute

13IAlumni Connect
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Yognik Baghel (B Tech - ICT, 2015)
In this episode of Alumni Diaries, host Prayag
Kachhia sits down with DAU alumnus Yognik

Baghel, a 2018-batch IRS officer, to explore his
fascinating journey from engineering to financial

investigation and the civil services.
Going beyond his professional life, Yognik shares
candid insights into his campus memories, Kriya
Yoga, philosophy, spirituality, and the wisdom he

has gained as a seeker.

Mohit Chaudhary (B Tech - ICT, 2014) 
In this episode of Alumni Diaries, host Chirag
Katkoriya chats with DAU alumnus Mohit about his
journey from campus leadership at DAU to FMS
Delhi and building a successful career in
entrepreneurship and corporate leadership.
From nostalgic campus memories to scaling
businesses and creating East India’s first
employability platform, Mohit shares insights on
leadership, innovation, and building ventures that
create meaningful impact.

In this episode of DAIICT Crossroads, step into the
fascinating world of cinema with DAIICT alumnus

and film critic Visaj Shah, as he shares his passion for
films, the art of criticism, and his journey beyond the
silver screen. From the impact of OTT and sponsored

reviews to his favorite genres and the innovative
VMDB project, Visaj offers a thought-provoking

perspective on how we watch, understand, and
experience cinema.

Visaj Shah (B Tech - ICT, 2022)

Abhignyana Lakshmi Chalamcharla
(B Tech - ICT, 2020)
In this episode of DA-IICT Crossroads, Radio,
DAU interact with alumna Abhignyana
Chalamcharla, who shares her inspiring journey
from engineering at DA-IICT to pursuing an
MBA at the prestigious IIM Ahmedabad. Tune in
as she reflects on her transition from technology
to management, her experiences along the way,
and the lessons that shaped her journey.

Radio DAU | Alumni Unplugged

Conversations that go beyond the campus; exploring the journeys, choices, ideas,
and experiences that shape our alumni.

PODCAST WITH ALUMNI
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Pandita Shivam Surinder (B Tech - ICT, 2021)

In this episode of DAIICT Crossroads, we meet a
remarkable DAIICT alumnus who broke the

conventional path from engineering to pursue his
passion for music, turning his love for melodies into

a creative journey. From discovering music amidst
algorithms and coding to navigating the choice

between a traditional career and following his heart,
he shares his inspirations, favorite books and films,

and even treats us to two soulful performances.

Valay Ankitkumar Vaidya (B Tech - ICT, 2016)
The first episode of the podcast series features Shri
Valay Vaidya, Class of 2016 DA-IICT alumnus and
IPS officer-to-be, in an engaging conversation on
his journey towards the Civil Services. He reflects
on how his experiences at DA-IICT, including his
time as Ex-SBG Convenor shaped his perspectives,
helped him discover his path, and influenced his
aspirations. Tune in for an inspiring conversation
on experiences, choices, and finding one’s purpose
in life.

In this episode Niyam shares his fascinating
journey from startup founder to industry expert,

offering insights into consulting, entrepreneurship,
AI, and the power of systems thinking. From

decision-making and risk management to
continuous learning, health, and mindset, he

discusses practical lessons for navigating
competition and building a successful career in a

rapidly evolving world.

Niyamsan Chhaya (M Sc - IT, 2015)

Ashish Agrawal (B Tech - ICT, 2005)
In this enlightening episode of the Alumni Diary Series , Radio DAU host Ashish Agrawal , Senior Director of
Engineering at Incido and a proud member of the 
first batch of DAU . 
Ashish shares his nostalgic journey from a small
town in Bhilai to becoming a leader in the software
industry. Throughout the conversation, he
emphasizes the importance of holistic learning, self-
discovery, and embracing the journey over being
purely outcome-driven. He also offers invaluable
perspectives on the evolving landscape of
technology, the role of Artificial Intelligence , and
building a resilient career in cybersecurity. 

A Radio Club, DAU feature, bringing alumni voices and stories to the DAU community.
From career milestones to personal passions, each conversation offers a glimpse into the

many paths a DAU journey can take.

15IAlumni Connect
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'Where Ideas Take Off: Alumni Startup Stories from Dhirubhai
Ambani University’ captures the inspiration, journeys and success
factors behind the startups of the distinguished alumni of DAU
through interviews by 15 students currently studying at DAU. It
showcases the unique ways DAU supports entrepreneurs, from the
crucial role of faculty guidance and alumni funding, to the
unforgettable blend of labs, coding, and late-night jamming
sessions. It highlights the success stories of 21 alumni startups and
is designed by DAU faculty member Prof Anirban Dutta Gupta.

DAU Press Publications

Now Available for
Purchase!

Contact:
Mr. Vishal Dodiya
DAU Souvenir Shop
Mob: 6352471960, (Extn): 596

For more information, contact : librarian@dau.ac.in

'Campus Wings: A Field Guide to the Birds of the Dhirubhai
Ambani University' originated as the final thesis project of Ms
Marmika Gameti, a student of the MDes (Communication Design)
Program, supervised by Prof Anirban Dutta Gupta. Ms Marmika
has beautifully captured the avian life of our university,
researching and illustrating the birds while incorporating their
sounds via QR codes for easy recognition. Her deep focus and
engagement with the DAU ecosystem are reflected in the structure
and design of this innovative field guide.

“An institution of higher education is a partnership among students and

alumni, faculty and administrators, donors and trustees, neighborhoods and

more, to build a community - and a culture.”

– Ben Sasse

DAU PRESS
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Stories of Dreams, Determination and Disruption

Where Ideas Take Off: Alumni Startup Stories from Dhirubhai Ambani University
Dhirubhai Ambani University, 2026, pp 216, Rs. 800/-

‘Where Ideas Take Off: Alumni Startup Stories from Dhirubhai Ambani University’ is more than a collection
of entrepreneurial journeys; it is a celebration of ideas, courage and the determination to turn dreams into
reality. Established in 2001, Dhirubhai Ambani University (formerly DA-IICT) has built its identity around
innovation, interdisciplinary learning and nurturing of young minds. Prof Tathagata Bandyopadhyay, the
Director General, DAU, initiated this publication of putting together the various start-ups by the DAU
alumni. He suggested that of the 135 start-ups, by the alumni, around 25 need to be identified, and current
students can volunteer to take the interviews of these alumni, prepare the write-ups and present them as a
book on the occasion of the university’s 25th anniversary. What followed next was a series of meetings by a
team of five faculty and staff, who identified a set of alumni, contacted them, connected them to the student
volunteers, and a copy editor was identified to complete the editing, while Prof Anirban Dutta Gupta,
Professor of Practice at DAU, did the design for the book. 

As the University celebrated its Silver Jubilee, this special publication brought together 21 inspiring startup
stories of its alumni, offering a glimpse into how classroom learning, curiosity and conviction can evolve
into ventures that create value and impact. Behind every successful venture lies a less visible story of
uncertainty, setbacks, perseverance, turning points and the courage to begin. This book brings those stories
to the forefront. From technology and AI to logistics, education, sustainability, social impact and design, the
ventures featured here reflect the diverse ways in which DAU alumni are shaping the world around them. 

The story of Mr Manglani’s 'Delhivery', India's largest fully integrated logistics services provider, Mr.
Kabra’s venture, Shipturtle excelling at building Enterprise SaaS Solutions for Connected Ecommerce, Mr.
Sharma’s company MMJS DataPhi's expertise in Data Analytics, Machine Learning and Finance
Transformation, the social impact of Menstrupedia Technologies' educational materials in the form of comic
books, workshops, and animated videos led by Mr Paul, Svabag Labs' mission to create innovative products
and services that contribute towards a sustainable environment by Mr. Gariganti, Mr. Agarwal’s RecurPost
that simplifies social media management, allowing users to schedule, recycle, and analyze content, Ms
Goenka’s successful venture, Spark Studio/Sparky AI aimed at building spoken English fluency with
generative AI technology, Ms. Dudhara’ Aubergine which has expertise in product strategy, UI/UX design,
and software development, Tattle Civic Technologies, which builds technology and data sets to amplify
citizen action against misinformation and online harm led by Ms. Prabhakar, Ms. Mehta’s Empathy
Research Labs, which specializes in User Research and Product Strategy Consulting, Myth-Interactives, a
multimedia design studio developing interactive and immersive experiences for cultural spaces led by Ms
Desai, Conceptile providing AI powered & skill based learning and assessments led by Mr. Dwivedi,
Utkrushta, founded by Mr Muley, that provides agentic AI workflows that source and qualify candidates
with strong fundamentals, Mr. Patel’s Smart Paper as a technology saving time in grading assessments, and
connecting classrooms, Mr. Thakkar’s UpSurge Ventures, a premier SaaS Product Studio specializing in AI
and data-driven solution, Hungrito by Sahil Shah which is a popular food discovery platform in Ahmedabad
and Gandhinagar, Mr Chhaya’s Orbrick Consulting helping enterprises achieve transformation, Ms.
Bhatnagar’s Offgrid Security building tools to infuse AI into product security to provide intelligent and
scalable defensive solutions, Mr Ratnman’s heading Pegasus, an innovative home automation product,
Tamilselvan Koushikram’s Momentum91, a product engineering and technology solutions company that
supports startups and businesses in building and scaling digital products; and Sumit Ramani’s
ProtectMeWell, the first B2B API tech firm, specialising in empowering financial professionals are
amazingly collated and presented in this book. 

17IAlumni Connect
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What makes the book particularly special is who tells these stories. Current B. Tech and M. Tech students
interviewed the alumni, researched their ventures and transformed their conversations into engaging
narratives, ably guided by faculty and staff mentors. In doing so, they discovered that entrepreneurship is
not merely about building a company; it is about developing the mindset to recognise opportunities,
embrace challenges and create meaningful change. The book is thus a record of the University’s journey as
well as the source of inspiration for its future. The stories reflect DAU’s values and demonstrate the lasting
impact of an education that encourages students to dream beyond the conventional. For aspiring
entrepreneurs, students, educators, alumni, and anyone fascinated by the journey from an idea to an
enterprise, ‘Where Ideas Take Off’ offers an invitation to turn the page, meet the dreamers, discover their
struggles and successes, and probably find the spark for their own ideas to take off.

18IAlumni Connect
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Recent Faculty Hires

Dr. Brajesh Dhiman
Associate Professor

DAU has emphasized and encouraged research since its founding in 2001, and the potential for quality research

has always been an important criterion in faculty selection. A fundamental principle followed at DAU from the

day one is that teaching and research must remain equally vital in shaping an academic institution.

Know more about all the
faculty members of DAU and

their research  areas

Dr. Vinay Kulkarni
Professor of Practice

Dr. Sandeep Sharma
Assistant Professor

Mr. Suraja Kishore
Professor of Practice

Dr Abhishek Tripathy
Assistant Professor

Dr Avik Ganguly
Assistant Professor

Mr. Maunang Lalitkumar Gor
Professor of Practice

Mr. Jayesh Malaviya
Assistant Professor

Mr. Prince Vijay
Assistant Professor

Dr. Atul V Nair
Assistant Professor

Dr. Shahid Majeed Dar
Assistant Professor

UPDATES FROM ALMA MATER
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Seminar on Emerging Technologies for a Sustainable and Intelligent Future- April 10, 2026

Research Breakthroughs @ DAU

Dhirubhai Ambani University organised the Silver Jubilee Seminar titled "Emerging Technologies for a Sustainable
and Intelligent Future (ETSIF)" on April 10, 2026. The institution had the privilege of hosting Dr. Nilesh Desai,
Director of the Space Applications Centre (ISRO), and Prof. Naresh Jotwani, Former DAU Professor, who delivered
special addresses during the valedictory session. The opening remarks were provided by Prof. Venkatesh G
(Director, SoT), Prof. Sanjay Srivastava (Convenor Silver Jubilee Events), Prof. Yash Vasavada (Dean- Research),
and Prof. Bhaskar Chaudhury (Head, SELC).

The seminar explored transformative advancements through expert sessions delivered by distinguished
academicians. Prof. Mausam (IIT Delhi) discussed AI applications in science and healthcare, Prof. M S Santhanam
(IISER Pune) spoke on the progression of quantum technology, and Prof. Dr. Brijesh Tripathi (PDEU) presented on
advances in solar photovoltaics.

The event featured a poster presentation competition where the participants showcased 23 innovative research ideas
across themes like AI, Quantum Computing, and Climate Change. The day formally concluded with a valedictory
session and an award ceremony recognising the participants' impactful research.

Dhirubhai Ambani University (DAU), Gandhinagar, successfully organized a two-day workshop on “AI
Engineering Bootcamp: GenAI Foundations + Agentic Systems” on 16 and 17 May 2026. The workshop
provided participants with practical insights into Natural Language Processing (NLP), Generative AI, Large
Language Models (LLMs), LangChain, LangGraph, Retrieval-Augmented Generation (RAG), and Agentic AI
systems. The sessions covered transformer architectures, LLM fundamentals, RAG systems, memory concepts,
agentic workflows, ReAct patterns, planning architectures, and tool usage. Designed for professionals, faculty
members, Ph.D. scholars, postgraduate students, and final-year undergraduate students, the workshop combined
conceptual learning with practical exposure to emerging AI engineering methodologies.

The Smart Energy Learning Centre (SELC), Dhirubhai Ambani University
(DAU), successfully organized a two-day workshop on “Smart Energy and
Sustainability” on 19–20 May 2026 as part of DAU’s Silver Jubilee
celebrations. The workshop brought together experts from academia,
industry, and research organizations to discuss emerging challenges and
opportunities in the energy and sustainability sector. A key highlight was
the launch of “URJA – A DAU SELC HPC Cluster,” aimed at
strengthening computational capabilities for advanced research. The
workshop also featured an expert panel discussion, poster presentations,
and interactive sessions, fostering valuable insights, collaborations, and
future research opportunities in smart energy and sustainability.

Two-Day Workshop on Smart Energy and Sustainability - May 19 - 20, 2026

AI Engineering Bootcamp 2026 - May 16 - 17, 2026
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Six-day workshop titled “Artificial Intelligence in Internet of Things (AIoT): Concepts,
Architectures, & Hands-on Applications”- June 15-20, 2026

Dhirubhai Ambani University (DAU), Gandhinagar, successfully organized a six-day workshop titled
“Artificial Intelligence in Internet of Things (AIoT): Concepts, Architectures, & Hands-on Applications” from
15 to 20 June 2026. The workshop focused on the fundamentals of Artificial Intelligence and Internet of
Things, exploring AIoT concepts, architectures, and their practical applications. Through a combination of
conceptual sessions and hands-on activities, participants gained insights into the integration of AI
technologies with IoT systems and their applications in emerging technological domains. The programme was
aimed at professionals, faculty members, Ph.D. scholars, postgraduate students, and final-year undergraduate
students, providing them with valuable knowledge and practical exposure to AIoT technologies. The
workshop was supported by the Centre for Entrepreneurship Development (CED), a Government of Gujarat
Organization funded Anchor Institute DAU.

ACM India Summer School 2026 on Competitive Programming - June 9 - 17, 2026

The School of Technology, Dhirubhai Ambani University is proud to host the ACM India Summer School on
Competitive Programming from June 9–17, 2026, supported by the ACM India Council. With over 40
participants from institutions across India, the program offers an immersive learning experience in the art and
science of Competitive Programming.

The school commenced with an engaging session by Anup Kalbalia, who introduced students to the
fundamentals of CP through inspiring stories and practical insights. Participants explored key concepts such as
input-output handling, time complexity, and sorting, while also engaging in ICPC-style contests and
collaborative team activities to deepen their understanding of algorithms.

Dhirubhai Ambani University (formerly DA-IICT), Gandhinagar, successfully organized the workshop
“RTL to GDS-II: VLSI Design and Hardware Security for Trusted Memory Systems” from 6-10 July 2026.

The workshop provided an immersive learning experience by combining expert lectures with extensive
hands-on sessions on the complete Digital VLSI Design Flow, spanning RTL Design, Memory Design,
Hardware Security, and GDS-II implementation. Participants gained practical experience with both
Cadence EDA tools and open-source EDA platforms, enabling them to understand contemporary chip
design methodologies and workflows.

The technical sessions were delivered by:
Prof. Yash Agrawal, Dhirubhai Ambani University
Prof. Sreeja Rajendran, Dhirubhai Ambani University
Prof. Gaurav Purohit, CSIR-CEERI, Pilani

The workshop attracted enthusiastic participation from faculty members, technical staff, research scholars,
and students from diverse institutions. The interactive sessions, practical exercises, and engaging
discussions created an enriching environment for learning and knowledge exchange.

One-week Workshop on “RTL to GDS-II: VLSI Design and Hardware Security for
Trusted Memory Systems” - July 6 - 10, 2026
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Dhirubhai Ambani University (DAU) in partnership with the Deccan Centre for International Relations (DCIR),
successfully organised a Conference on Technology & Geopolitics on August 4, 2026, at the DAU campus in
Gandhinagar. The conference was part of the Silver Jubilee celebrations of the university and brought together
distinguished policymakers, strategic affairs experts, technology leaders, and academicians. The gathering
served as an essential forum to address how emerging technologies, global competition, and international
cooperation intersect with national security.

Conference on Technology and Geopolitics at DAU - Aug 4, 2026

The event commenced with an inaugural and welcome address by
Prof. Tathagata Bandyopadhyay, Director General, DAU, followed
by introductory remarks from Amb. T. S. Tirumurti, IFS (Retd),
Chair, Steering Committee, Deccan Centre for International
Relations, Chennai. The event featured a series of expert addresses,
including a keynote address on "Warfare in the 21st Century and
Future Trends" by Lt. Gen. Raj Shukla, Member, Union Public
Service Commission, New Delhi, and former General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief Army Training Command. Ms. Prachi
Mishra, International Security, Researcher, Georgetown University
School of Foreign Service, delivered a virtual address on "Quantum
and Geopolitics."

The other eminent speakers at the event were Mr. Pranay
Kotasthane, Deputy Director, Takshashila Institution, who spoke on
"Silicon Power: Semiconductors and Great Power Competition";
Mr. Subimal Bhattacharjee, Independent Adviser and Consultant,
who shared perspectives on "Disruption in the Digital Age:
Cyberspace & Digital Frontiers"; and Dr. Akanksha Tyagi, Senior
Programme Lead, Council on Energy, Environment and Water
(CEEW), who addressed "Mineral Wars: Securing Critical Minerals
in a Fragmented World."
The conference concluded with remarks by Dr. G. Venkatesh,
Director, School of Technology, DAU, and a vote of thanks by Mr.
C. Balasubramanian, Senior Advisor, Deccan Centre for
International Relations.
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The Resource Centre (RC) is extending its resources and services to its alumni community. The revised Alumni
Membership Policy defines eligibility, terms, conditions, and privileges associated with the membership, while
also ensuring the responsible use of RC resources. 
To know more visit: Alumni membership policy and application form 

It collects, organizes, preserves, provides access to, and

promotes dissemination of the scholarly output of DAU

Community. IR can be accessed at: https://ir.daiict.ac.in/home 

Services for Alumni @ Resource Centre, DAU

Resource Centre Extends Membership to Alumni

As the RC engages with its community through diverse information resources and

services, it continues to build a meaningful repository of experiences, insights, and

learning. RC Post, our quarterly newsletter, serves as a window into this growing

treasure—capturing moments, milestones, and memories for years to come.

RC Post: Quarterly Newsletter

To know more about the memberships, exclusive privileges & to get the RCR, RC Post directly in your
inbox, write to us at librarian@dau.ac.in or scan the below QR Code

We Look Forward to your Engagement with RCWe Look Forward to your Engagement with RCWe Look Forward to your Engagement with RC
Give a book talk

Suggest a Resource, A New Service or A New Idea 

Contribute to the Newsletter (RC Post)

Visit the RC

Volunteer for organizing Digital Literacy Events

DAU Institute Repository

As the RC engages with its community through diverse

information resources and services, it continues to

build a meaningful repository of experiences, insights,

and learning. RC Post, our quarterly newsletter, serves

as a window into this growing treasure—capturing

moments, milestones, and memories for years to come.

DAU Digital Archive
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bDuEm-nr9spjigcJvVOpX9LIs8lLXmo6/view?usp=sharing
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https://ir.daiict.ac.in/community-list
https://archives.dau.ac.in/home


𝗗𝗔𝗨 𝗦𝘁𝘂𝗱𝗲𝗻𝘁𝘀 𝗦𝗵𝗶𝗻𝗲 𝗮𝘁 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗜𝗖𝗣𝗖 𝗥𝗲𝗴𝗶𝗼𝗻𝗮𝗹s

Dhirubhai Ambani University is immensely proud of our students'
performance at this year's ICPC - International Collegiate
Programming Contest Regionals. Our teams showcased remarkable
grit, logic, and teamwork, further solidifying the university's
commitment to excellence in competitive programming.

The competitive season saw impressive results across various
regional sites:
𝗧𝗲𝗮𝗺 𝗖𝘆𝗰𝗹𝗼𝗻𝗲 (𝗦𝗲𝗮++): Secured 15th place with six problems
solved at the Chennai Regionals—qualifying for the ICPC Asia
West Finals—and placed 117th at the Amritapuri Regionals with
four problems solved.
𝗧𝗲𝗮𝗺 𝗦𝘆𝗻𝘁𝗮𝘅 𝗧𝗲𝗿𝗿𝗼𝗿: Made their mark at the Kanpur Regionals
by finishing 56th with five problems solved.
𝗧𝗲𝗮𝗺 𝗘𝘆𝗲𝘀 𝗘 𝗣𝗲𝗮𝗰𝗲 𝗘: Competed at the Amritapuri Regionals,
securing a strong 64th place with six problems solved.

Recent Events

Tic-Tech-Toe ’26 - April 10-12, 2026

Tic-Tech-Toe ’26, the flagship 48-hour offline hackathon by the IEEE
Student Branch at DAU, successfully concluded from April 10-12,
2026, bringing together over 2,000 passionate innovators from
diverse technical domains. Powered by Prama.ai, the journey kicked
off with a rigorous two-stage selection process. Participants first
tackled problem statements and submitted their ideas to earn their
place in the highly anticipated final offline round at DAU. Once
selected, these teams took on the ultimate 48-hour challenge, working
tirelessly to transform their concepts into impactful solutions through
continuous development, collaboration, and expert mentorship.

With a prize pool of ₹1,00,000, Tic-Tech-Toe ’26 celebrated not just the top winners, but every individual who dared
to build, innovate, and push their limits. 
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SHE PLAYS – Women’s Sports Day 2026 at DAU - April 17, 2026

Sports Committee organised SHE PLAYS – Women’s Sports Day, a
new initiative launched by Dhirubhai Ambani University (DAU) to
promote fitness, inclusivity, and camaraderie among women faculty,
staff, and students. With over 60 women actively participating across
various sports, the campus was buzzing with energy, music, and an
unstoppable sporting spirit. It provided a wonderful opportunity to
step back from daily academic and professional routines to interact,
relax, and play hard. We were deeply privileged to have the event
graced by Dr. G. Venkatesh, Director, School of Technology, DAU.
His esteemed presence and encouraging words served as a great
source of motivation for all participants.

Celebrating International Yoga Day at DAU - June 21, 2026

DAU Celebrating 80 Years of Independence - August 15, 2026

On International Day of Yoga 2026, Dhirubhai Ambani
University joins the global community in embracing
this year's theme, “Yoga for Healthy Ageing.” Through
mindfulness, balance, and holistic well-being, let us
inspire healthier lives and stronger communities across
generations.

Dhirubhai Ambani University came together to celebrate the 80th
Independence Day of India with pride and patriotism. The Flag Hoisting
Ceremony at the DAU Campus brought the community together to
honour our nation and remember the sacrifices and contributions of
those who shaped our journey of freedom and progress.

Dhirubhai Ambani University hosted the  from June 8-10, 2026,
delivered by Colgate Global Business Services (CGBS).

This value-added course for M.Sc. Data Science students
provided comprehensive insights into the FMCG industry, data
analytics, artificial intelligence, storytelling with data, inventory
management, and strategic business decision-making. Through
interactive sessions, hackathon activities, and discussions with
industry professionals, participants enhanced their understanding
of how data and AI are reshaping modern business practices.

3-Day CGBS Data & Analytics Masterclass - June 8-10, 2026
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Interaction & Collaborations

Collaborating for the Future: DAU, School of Technology X Colgate Global Business Services

Collaboration with GIFT International Fintech Institute to offer the Fintech Essentials
Professional Certificate Course for M.Sc. Data Science

We are thrilled to announce a strategic industry-academia partnership
between School of Technology, Dhirubhai Ambani University (DAU)
and Colgate Global Business Services. Together, we are taking
actionable steps to bridge the gap between classroom learning and
professional success. The officials from CGBS visited DAU and
discussed a shared commitment to career excellence and institutional
mentorship with the management of the university.

This partnership would focus on:
* Skill Development: Equipping students with the practical skills
required to meet global industry standards.
* Knowledge Exchange: Fostering meaningful dialogue between
academic minds and corporate experts.
* Industry Engagement: Building direct pathways for student talent
and future innovation.

Dhirubhai Ambani University is delighted to collaborate with GIFT
International Fintech Institute to offer the Fintech Essentials Professional
Certificate Course for M.Sc. Data Science students. This programme
bridges technical expertise with financial innovation, providing industry-
relevant knowledge, practical fintech insights, and exposure to industry
experts. Through this immersive learning experience, students will explore
how AI, analytics, and digital technologies are transforming financial
services and shaping new career opportunities.

Interaction featuring Dr. Venkatesh G, Director, SoT, DAU with
Mr Maheshwer Peri, Founder of Careers360

An exclusive interaction featuring Dr. Venkatesh G, Director
of the School of Technology at Dhirubhai Ambani University,
with Mr Maheshwer Peri, Founder of Careers360. This
insightful exchange underscores DAU’s commitment to
innovation, academic excellence, and preparing students for a
future-ready world.

Watch here: https://lnkd.in/dsNuHvYm
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Placement and Opportunities
Why Recruit from Us?

DAU is a premier university offering cutting-edge undergraduate programs in various disciplines such as ICT,

ICT with Minor in CS (Honours), Mathematics and Computing, and Electronics and VLSI Design and PG

programs in the fields of ICT, IT, Agriculture Analytics, Data Science, and Design. 

Our interdisciplinary curriculum seamlessly integrates technology with design,

humanities, and social sciences—producing graduates, who are not only technically

sound but also agile thinkers and effective communicators. The university proudly

secured the 1st Rank in “Good for B.Tech. and M.Tech.” for the West Zone in the

IIRF Ranking 2025.

Students undergo continuous hands-on learning through summer, winter, and rural

internships, as well as industry-relevant projects. This real-world exposure equips

them with strong problemsolving skills and a deep understanding of emerging

industry needs. Our graduates are innovation-driven, research-oriented, and ready 

Contact: 
placement@dau.ac.in

Empower, Mentor & Elevate

Your connection with our university doesn’t end at graduation – it evolves! 
At DAU, we believe that learning never stops—and our alumni community plays a vital role in nurturing the next generation

of leaders. This section is your gateway to give back, engage, and grow together. Here are some ways you can make a

difference:

🔹 Offer Internships – Provide students with hands-on industry exposure in your company.

🔹 Job Referrals & Openings – Share vacancies within your organization and help students get a head start.

🔹 Mentorship – Guide students by sharing your expertise, career journey, and real-world insights.

🔹 Guest Lectures & Webinars – Inspire students by speaking on industry trends and professional skills.

🔹 Capstone/Live Projects – Collaborate with students on research, projects, or case studies relevant to your field.

🔹 Networking Opportunities – Connect students to professionals, events, or communities that can help them grow.

Share Your Thoughts!
Want to connect with our students?

Scan and Submit Your Response or 

Write to us at

alumni_office@dau.ac.in

👉 Join our Alumni Mentorship Program and help students gain the confidence, direction, and skills they need to succeed.

Invest in talent you trust—connect our students with
opportunities at your workplace
Your journey from our university to your professional success inspires our
students every day. Now, you can play a vital role in shaping their future.

If your company is hiring or offering internships, we invite you to share
these opportunities with us. By doing so, you not only give our students a
chance to learn and grow but also bring skilled, motivated talent into your
organization.

👉 Share job or internship openings with us at [insert email/contact link]
and we’ll circulate them among our students.

Together, let’s bridge education with real-world opportunities and
strengthen our alumni-student community.

to contribute from day one. 
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Alumni Document Service
From the academic year 2024-25, DAU has introduced a webpage, "Alumni Document
Service," on university website for required academic documents, including Transcripts,
CPI to Percentage Conversion certificates, No Objection Certificates/Migration
Certificates, Duplicate Degree Certificates/Grade Sheets, sending verified academic
records in sealed envelopes to the specific universities for admissions/further studies, and
more. When required alumni can apply any service and pay the prescribed fees online 

Official Social Media Handles of DAU Alumni Office

Human Resource Placement Cell Resource Centre

university's website, ensuring faster processing. Visit: https://www.daiict.ac.in/da-iict-alumni-document-service 
from anywhere through the

Update your Alumni Profile with Alma Mater

Welcome back, DAU (formerly DA-IICT) Alumni! 
We're thrilled to reconnect with you. This quick form helps us update

your profile, celebrate your journey and keep you in the loop for future
alumni events and opportunities.

Alumni E-card Request Form

Welcome back, DAU Alumni! 
We're excited to offer you an official Alumni E-card—your badge of pride and

connection. Please fill out this short form to help us process your request.
Let’s keep the legacy alive!

Campus Visit Request – Alumni Edition

We’re excited to welcome you back to DAU!
Whether you're visiting to relive memories, meet faculty, or explore new
developments, we’d love to make your visit special. Please fill out this

short form so we can prepare for your arrival and ensure a warm welcome.

Connect with Community
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https://www.daiict.ac.in/alumni

DA-IICT, DA-IICT Road,
Gandhinagar 382 007, Gujarat (India)

alumni_office@dau.ac.in

Follow us on:
(+91) 079-68261724

Dhirubhai Ambani University has always grown through the strength of its people and its alumni remain an 
integral part of that journey. Your experiences, ideas, mentorship, and support for academic and 
research initiatives help shape opportunities for current and future students.

We invite you to share how you would like to stay engaged with the University
and contribute to its continued growth. Whether through mentorship,
collaboration, sharing opportunities, or supporting institutional
initiatives, your association matters.

Together, let us strengthen DAU’s legacy
and build its future.

Stay Connected. Stay Involved.Stay Connected. Stay Involved.Stay Connected. Stay Involved.

https://www.daiict.ac.in/alumni
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